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As a whole school community we have continually review our mission statement. Part of 

this process involves agreeing a set of ethos values to ensure that all relationships 

within our community are positive. We begin with the question- ’What is the purpose of 

a Catholic School?’ Staff and children explore this question through various workshops. 

The RE Co-ordinator led a Governors session exploring this question and the huge 

responsibility held by leaders of a Catholic School to ensure that all decisions are 

underpinned by shared values and mission.  

During the last two years we have built on what we already do to help young people 

develop a strong sense of identity and self-belief, understand their rights and 

responsibilities within their communities, and engage with people of different beliefs 

or culturally diverse backgrounds. 

We have found the flexibility provided by the new primary curriculum has provided us 

with new opportunities to design learning experiences that promote community 

cohesion. Our curriculum drivers are led by an over-arching half-termly theme that 

always has a direct link to social responsibility to themselves, the local community and 

our wider family throughout the world. 

Through this approach we are trying to achieve: 

 Learners that are empowered to engage with controversial issues.  

 Learners that are comfortable with their identity and sense of belonging 

to the family of God.  

 Learners that have access to role models and mentors. 

 Learners that are effective participators who engage in school and 

community activities.  

 Learners that are aware of the contribution of different cultures to 

knowledge. 

We organise our learning by….. 

1. Agreeing approaches as staff, identifying potential conflicts of value, developing 

strategies for dealing with difficult issues and identify training needed. Part of 

this process involves the annual timetable for WOW Days which cover Literacy, 

Geography, Science and RE. 
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2. Our Collective Worship timetable has not only been designed to provide our 

children with knowledge and understanding of our Church seasons but also to 

think about global issues and inspirational leaders around the world. 

3. Here at St Bernadette’s we focus our learning on the cross-curriculum 

dimensions, particularly media and technology (becoming critical users of media 

messages) with special emphasis given on our internet safety days; on global 

dimension and sustainable development (becoming global citizens); on identity 

and cultural diversity (becoming comfortable with self in a plural community) 

which is especially evident in our ‘One World Week’ celebrations and our over-

arching topic themes.  

4. Create space for learners to explore the social and emotional aspects of learning 

and to develop skills of effective participation and enquiry, for example via 

meditation workshops through our extra intervention in our Butterfly Room 

(Nurture Setting) and Heartsmart PHSE curriculum.  

5. Work with external groups such as interfaith groups or theatre companies. 

6. Our PSHE is based on Heart Smart which follows 5 key principles rooted in 

Gospel teaching. 

HeartSmart is a creative approach that is central to the Gospel Values that our ethos 

is built on. We use it to build character, emotional health and resilience in our children 

allowing them to view the world and the people who live in it with love, acceptance and 

solidarity. It’s aim is to equip our children with foundational principles and skills that 

will improve their mental health, relationships and academic achievements and 

ultimately empower them to go our into the world as reflective, empathetic adults. 

It is built on Five principles which form a different values focus each half term across 

the academic year. 

1. Let Love In 

2. Too Much Selfie Isn’t Healthy  

3. Don’t Rub It In, Rub It Out 

4. Fake Is A Mistake 

5. ‘No Way Through’ Just Isn’t True 

Through weekly workshops and assemblies, the children will be able to apply these 

principles in their lives so they become an internal dialogue for healthy wellbeing and 

expectations for building relationships with others. 

Our creative Curriculum is founded on widening the opportunities and 

experiences of our children to be active members of our global community.  
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Our curriculum and ethos is everything and anything that we do or say in 

the school day. Community cohesion is embedded throughout and at the core 

of our mission to serve others. 

Last year…….. 

Hand of Friendship ‘Poppies and Peace’ Commemoration sharing with the local community 

in the anniversary of the end of WW1 – Nov 2018 

We  audited all subjects to ensure they explore how different cultures have 

contributed to different areas of knowledge throughout history.  – Summer 19 

Planned our ‘Neurodiversity Day’ – Summer 2019 

Continued to roll out our HeartSmart PHSE programme building on our current practice 

of ‘too much selfie, isn’t healthy’ specifically linked to our Spring term curriculum 

drivers. 

Worked with the Nurture Team to relaunch a parent’s meeting hub for building 

community relationships through guiding parents in a HeartSmart Model to support the 

needs of their children and providing training eg - anixiety – Spring 2018  

Launch our year of creativity ‘Bursting Britain’ Art and Design project’ – looking at art 

and craft, design and engineering throughout Britain and how people of different 

ethnicities bring a wealth of rich contributions to Britain – Britain is ‘bursting with 

creativity’. During the term long project, the children will be drawing on the gifts and 

innovative ideas of people from around Britain and generating work to be displayed in a 

final celebration – planned to begin Sept 2019 

Hold our annual ‘One World’ Week looking at the five major faiths across the world 

through inviting visitors to share and inspire us. – June 2019 

This Year……… 

Joint parishes Choir Service (Dec 2019) 

Working with neighbouring schools on a history topic relating to Shevington Memorial 

Park 

Invite Lisa Nandy local MP and Councillor Paul Collins to come into school to help 

children understand the democratic process and the part theat politics plays promoting 

British Values (Sept 2019) 

Y6 to be involved with voting for Youth Parliament (Autumn 2019) 



 

Growing together in faith, love & learning 
 

Take part in Wigan Latics School of the Week 

Choir to sing at local Old People’s Home as part of Music Ministry (dec 2019) 

All classes to undertake research project and propose actions in our ongoing response 

to Laudate Si as part of our Spring term Geography Driver One World:One Voice 

Hold our annual ‘One World’ Week looking at the five major faiths across the world 

through inviting visitors to share and inspire us 

Research a person from history who has inspired and promoted the concept of mission – 

all children to undertake task as non-negotiable element of Autumn term Learning Log 

Homework – to be displayed during ‘Growing Together Evening’ Nov 2019 

 

 

 


