
Typing Skills & Progression 

 

Why Teach Typing at Primary Level? 

The ability to quickly and confidently data enter on a computer is vitally 
important in today’s keyboard-driven society. Studies reveal that students who 
have learned the complex process of touch typing not only demonstrate faster, 
more accurate keyboard skills, but also reading, vocabulary and spelling 
improve. 

Learning touch typing when young will save hundreds of hours throughout a 
child’s educational years. 

WHEN SHOULD CHILDREN LEARN TO TYPE? 

A child can learn to type as soon as they have access to a device with a hand-sized keyboard. A 
touch-screen device can even be used, although this isn’t optimal for the “feel” of touch typing. 

Even very young children can be taught beginning typing skills before they learn to read such as 
using both hands on the keyboard and the thumbs to make a space. However to truly learn touch 
typing a child needs basic literacy and the fine motor skills that occur around the age of 7 or 8 
years. 

Learning to touch type early reduces the risk that children will pick up bad habits as they get 
older (which can be difficult to correct). 

DOES IT MATTER HOW CHILDREN TYPE? 

Yes. The “hunt & peck” method is time consuming and clumsy. Touch typing allows a child to 
write without thinking about how they are writing, freeing them to focus on what they are 
writing, their ideas. Touch typing is an example of cognitive automaticity, the ability to do things 
without conscious attention or awareness. Automaticity takes a burden off your working memory, 
allowing more space for higher-order thinking. 

When we type without looking at the keys, we are multi-tasking, our brains free to focus on ideas 
without having to waste mental resources trying to find the quotation mark key. We can write at 
the speed of thought. 

Touch typing is an essential 21st century skill and helping children master it early provides a fun 
and useful activity for a child’s future. Even with the increase of tablet devices, auto-correct and 
voice recognition technology, keyboards are going to be around for the foreseeable future. 

 

 

 



Early Years – To begin to type their name. 

 

KS1 - To type their name, using CapLock.  

To begin to find letters on the keyboard. 

Play Games on Purple Mash – 2POP & Falling Letters 

 

KS2- To learn how to touch type.  

Work through Dance Mat Typing & Use Purple Mash activities & Games. 

 

 

 



Dance Mat Typing 
Part of Learn & revise 
Information technology 
Welcome to Dance Mat Typing, a fun way to learn touch typing. 

There are four levels to play, each divided into three stages. 

You start by learning the home row keys. Each stage builds on previous lessons, introducing new letters as you progress. You’ll soon 
be touch typing like an expert! At the end of each level you can test your typing speed and get a fun reward. 

Level 1 starts with the home row keys. 

In this level you will learn to type the keys on the home row as well as letters e, i, r and u. 

■  Stage 1:  f  d  s  a  j  k  l  ;  g  h 

■  Stage 2:  e  i 

■  Stage 3:  r  u 

Play level 1 and click on the button to select the stage you want. 

 

 

Play level 1 

 

Level 2: Learn the six keys above the home row. 

In this level you will learn to type six new keys that lie above the home row including letters t, y, w, o, q and p. 

■  Stage 4:  t  y 

■  Stage 5:  w  o 

■  Stage 6:  q  p 

Play level 2 and click on the button to select the stage you want. 

 

 

Play level 2 

 

Level 3: Learn the six keys below the home row. 

In this level you will learn to type six new keys that lie below the home row including letters v, m, b, n, c and the comma. 

■  Stage 7:  v  m 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/learn
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level2/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level2/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level2/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level2/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing/exitGameUrl/http:/www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level2/exitGameUrl/http:/www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr


■  Stage 8:  b  n 

■  Stage 9:  c  , 

Play level 3 and click on the button to select the stage you want. 
 
 

 

 

Play level 3 

 

Level 4: Learn five more keys and how to make capital letters. 

In this level you will learn to type the letters x and z. You will also learn how to make capital letters and type three more keys: the 
apostrophe, slash and full stop. 

■  Stage 10:  x  z  ' 

■  Stage 11:  /  . 

■  Stage 12: Shift keys - how to make capital letters 

Play level 4 and click on the button to select the stage you want. 

 

 

Play level 4 

Why learn to touch type? 
When you can do it well, touch typing is the fastest way to write. Many people quickly learn to touch type faster than they can 
write with a pen. The important things to remember are: 

■  Use the correct fingers 

■  There's no need to rush! 

■  Always rest your wrists on the desk. 

You should take a rest, and shake your hands and arms to relax your muscles if you get tired. 

It's important not to look at your hands when you are learning to type. The best way to ensure that you don't look at your 
hands is to cover them up - you can make a simple box out of cardboard or wood to cover both the keys and your hands. 

You will need headphones or speakers to enjoy the song and dance in each game. 

Health and Safety 

Sit comfortably with your back up straight and your feet on the ground! 

Happy typing! 

https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level3/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level3/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level3/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level3/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level4/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level4/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level4/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level4/exitGameUrl/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fguides%2Fz3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level3/exitGameUrl/http:/www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
https://toybox.tools.bbc.co.uk/activities/id/activity-dance-mat-typing-level4/exitGameUrl/http:/www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr

