
 

 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

I hope you have all had a restful half term and are now enjoying the lighter evenings.  
During the half term the Government published their updated guidance around the 
changes they are making to the law for COVID. The law has changed and it is no 
longer a legal obligation to isolate. Instead, everyone should follow the UK Health 
Security Agency (UKHSA) advice which is to isolate for five full days if an individual is 
showing symptoms or no symptoms, but tests positive on a Lateral Flow test. They 
should then have two negative tests before ending isolation after day 5 (testing on 
day 5 and day 6). There is therefore no expected change in the advice, just to the law 
enforcing that advice. 

A highlight for our first week back was the Year 1 visit to Martin Mere.  The children 
had a brilliant time and enjoyed hands on experience of pond dipping, which has 
enhanced their science topic this term.  The children were beautifully behaved and a 
pleasure to take out of school. 

I am thrilled to report that the PTFA Friend of St Bernadette PJ Day money raised 
£146 and the 5p collection competition raised £292.  This money will be used to 
develop the EYFS outdoor area and provide children with stimulating and exciting 
space.  We weighed in the class 5p collections and it was such a close result.  Year 3 
had 4850g worth of 5ps, but Year 2 just beat them with 4900g!  They are now 
deciding what they would like to spend their winnings on.  Well done to the whole 
school for working as a team. 

Please see below for further details of our new initiative in school.  Our mission 
statement is “Growing Together in Faith, Love and Learning” and we want to be able 
to work with parents and families to support them to grow together in their learning 
in school.  So you can find out how and what your child is learning, we are hosting 
‘Growing Together in…….’ workshops where you can sit next to your child in class 
and share their learning in a lesson.  The sessions will be extremely helpful and I 
recommend you try and attend if you can. 

Thank you for your continued support. As ever, if you have any specific concerns, 
please do get in touch and I will do my best to help you with them. 

 

Mrs Helen Crowder 

Headteacher 

Staffing 

We are currently looking for an inspirational Deputy Headteacher to join our 
leadership team.  If you know of anyone that may be interested, please share the 
information below: 

St Bernadette's Catholic Primary School - Vacancies (saintbernadettes.wigan.sch.uk) 

 

Thursday 3rd March 2022 

enquiries@admin.saintbernadettes.wigan.sch.uk 

01257 401125 

Reception Class – Mother’s Day Celebration   

We look forward to all the Mummies and families of our Reception children coming to 
a celebration with us on Friday 25th March from 9.10am – 10.00am.                                                                 
There will be an assembly followed by time to spend together as a family afterwards. 

https://www.saintbernadettes.wigan.sch.uk/about-us/vacancies


Masked Reader 

The staff have been creating an activity for the children called                                  
‘The Masked Reader’ by recording themselves reading part of a                                              
book with a filter. A montage will be created, sent home on Class                                 
Dojo and posted on the school Facebook page, and the children will have to guess 
who the masked readers are. We hope you enjoy this fun activity.  See how many 
members of staff you can correctly guess!  Do you recognise the stories? 

World Book Day 2022 

We have been totally amazed by the efforts that children, parents and staff have 
gone to for World Book Day today.  We had a fantastic parade so all the children 
could see each others wonderful costumes.  Well done!  We hope that today has 
encouraged some children to read a book that they have not read before or even 
enjoy some traditional favourites. 

Lenten Markets 

Our annual Lenten Markets return this year to the great excitement of the children. 
The GIFT Team have been busy creating posters for around school. The markets will 
begin next Wednesday 9th March.  
 
The children in Y3-6 are invited to pair up and create games, stalls, raffles etc. Each 
Wednesday at 2.40pm, the whole school (KS1 and 2) are invited to come to the 
markets and take part.  Previous years have seen such creative ideas - we've had 
cake sales, beauty rooms, lucky dips, beat the goalie to name a few.  
 
We ask the children to bring in no more than £2 to spend on each of the 3 
Wednesdays. Please ensure you send any money in a clearly labelled envelope / 
purse / wallet. Any money raised goes to our Lenten charity which is decided by our 
GIFT Team. 

“Growing Together in…………….” Workshops 

We know that many parents are keen to support their children in their learning and 
want to understand how they are taught in school.  

We have made arrangements for each class to hold a ‘Growing Together in…..” 
workshop this half term (Sessions will last approximately an hour).  Our teachers 
have designed sessions where parent/carers can come to their child’s lesson, ‘grow 
together’ and have fun whilst learning alongside them.   

Nursery – Tuesday 15th March (Morning) and Friday 18th March (Afternoon) 

(Nursery will be stay and play open sessions for parents to share in learning.                       
More information will be sent to you) 

Year R – Thursday 17th March at 2:15pm – 3:15pm - “Growing Together in Phonics” 

Year 1 – Monday 14th March at 2:15pm – 3:15pm “Growing Together in Phonics” 

Year 2 – Wednesday 16th March at 2:15pm – 3:15pm – “Growing Together in Maths” 

Year 3 – Tuesday 15th March at 9:00am – 10:00am - “Growing Together in Maths” 

Year 4 – Wednesday 16th March at 9:00am – 10:00am – “Growing Together in 
Maths” 

Year 5 – Tuesday 15th March at 2:15pm – 3:15pm - “Growing Together in Maths” 

Year 6 – Monday 14th March at 9:00am – 10:00am “Growing Together in Maths” 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parental surveys help us make sure we are providing the best standard of education 
at St. Bernadette’s.  They help us to find out what we are doing well and where we 
could improve to make sure we are meeting the needs of you and your child. 

An area for development from feedback has been based about the questions, “The 
school lets me know how my child is doing” and “The school makes me aware of what 
my child will learn during the year.” 

 

In response to this: 

 We have termly Parent’s Evenings during the day into the evening.  A mix of face 
to face meetings and phone calls allow staff to speak to all families. 

 A Progress ‘Mini’ Report is sent home each term in the Parent’s Evening to share 
your child’s attainment, their termly targets and how you can help at home. 

 Children with additional needs have extended meetings during the term. 

 Work is shared and staff respond to queries promptly via Class Dojo. 

 We have hosted information evenings for Reception, Year 1, 2 4 and 6 in the 
autumn term based around phonics, early reading, mathematics and end of year SATs 
assessments. 

 Termly ‘What we Learn’ curriculum sheets are sent home via Class Dojo and are on 
the Class Pages area of our website, sharing the main areas of learning in their topic. 

 Half termly ‘Learning Log’ homework sheets provide parents with activities based 
on their current topic. 

 There has been an increase in communication via our new Facebook page and our 
fortnightly newsletter ‘Bernie’s Bulletin’.   We are still using our well established 
Parent APP and email service. 

 We are hosting ‘Growing Together in…..workshops’ in school (see above) where 
parent/carers can join in lessons with their children so they can see what and how 
they learn.  These will be very helpful and I recommend you attend. 

 We have been able to invite parents back into school to share in class assemblies.  
It has been lovely to see children present their work in front of an audience again. 

 Teachers are happy to meet with parents/speak to them over the phone to 
discuss any individual concerns. 

 
 

We welcome further suggestions to improve these areas so please 
contact school or see a member of staff on the school gate to share your 

ideas. 



Important Dates for Diaries (more information to follow) 

 

First Wednesday of Lenten Markets—Wednesday 9th March  

Year 5 fieldwork trip to Elnup Woods - Wednesday 9th March 

Wiggle Dance Show—Thursday 10th March  

Year 1 Lenten Reflection Assembly (parents and families welcome) – Friday 11th 
March 

“Growing Together in…………….” Workshops – week beginning Monday 14th March 

Reception Mother’s Day Assembly (parents and families welcome) – Friday 25th 
March 

Easter WOW week – week beginning Monday 28th March  

School closes for Easter break – 2pm Friday 1st April (no After School Club today) 


