
Reading
Retrieve 
• Secure use of skimming, scanning and text-marking/highlighting to 

retrieve information.

• Confidently retrieve information from the text and make notes using 

quotation and reference to the text.

• Identify key points and main ideas when reading an appropriate text.

• Produce written summaries of the main points from a passage or a 

text.

Infer
• Continue to infer meaning using evidence from the text and wider 

experiences.

• Refer to the text to support inference and deduction

• Refer to the text to support predictions and opinions

• Compare and contrast implicit and explicit points of view. (Implicit is 

indirectly stated or implied. Explicit is directly stated and spelled out.)

• Compare and contrast messages, moods, feelings and attitudes using 

inference and deduction.

Choice/Authorial Intent
• Identify unknown words and seek out their meaning using context 

clues, discussion and dictionaries.

• Describe, with examples, how the author has chosen a range of 

vocabulary to convey different messages, moods, feelings and 

attitudes.

• Identify and evaluate the author’s use of expressive, figurative and 

descriptive word choice to create effect.

• Comment on the genre-specific language features the author has 

used to convey information in a non-fiction text.

Writing continued..
children will have opportunities to practise writing in 

the same genre. They will also practise applying 

grammar objectives to their writing. By the end of 

the unit, they will have written their own adventure 

story.

Recount: Biography

The children will explore different biographies to 

analyse the conventions used in this genre. After 

carrying out research, they will write a biography 

and deliver a presentation to their peers.

Grammar 

• Recap of grammar taught in Year 3, 4 and 5.

• Active and passive voice

Active:  A poisonous snake emerged from behind a boulder and 
hissed at Lily.

Passive: Lily was hissed at by a poisonous snake which emerged 
from behind a boulder.

• Blending action and description within a sentence

• Cohesive devices

E.g. Furthermore, meanwhile, in due course

• Varying sentence openers using simile starters and words 
ending in ‘ing’ or ‘ed’

Eg. Like a ravenous lion, …

Determined to succeed, …

Seizing their opportunity, …..

Spelling 
• Revise common words – words children are expected to always 

spell correctly. 
• Revise Y3 and Y4 common exception words
• Investigate the suffixes –able and –ible.
• Investigate word endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt –cious or –

tious
• Investigate the use of suffixes which sound like /ʃəl/ - cial

This half term, we will use a range of fiction and non-fiction texts in our reading lessons, but our main class reader will be 
Running Wild by Michael Morpurgo.

Year 6 – Autumn 1
History - North America-

a study of Mexico compared to England

Writing

Novel as a theme

Our first writing unit will be based on the novel Running Wild by 

Michael Morpurgo. After exploring the text using ‘book talk’, the

Mathematics
Mathemagics
We will be using our Mathemagics sessions to practice 
fluency, particularly in number and place value. We will 
look for the most efficient ways to answer questions in 
order to increase speed and accuracy.

Place Value
• Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 

10 000 000 and determine the value of each digit. 
• Round any whole number to a required degree of 

accuracy.
• Use negative numbers in context and calculate 

intervals across zero.  Solve number and practical 
problems that involve all of the above.



Music
Performing
• Sing or play from memory with confidence, expression and in 

tune and perform alone and in a group, displaying a variety of 

techniques.

• Take turns to lead a group and hold a part in a round.

• Confidently sing or play solo and maintain own part with an 

awareness of what others are playing or singing.

• Sing a harmony part confidently and accurately. 

Knowledge and Understanding
• Know and use standard musical notation to both perform and 

record my music.

• Use musical vocabulary to help me understand how best to 

combine musical elements. I can quickly read notes and know 

how many beats they represent.

• Understand the different cultural meanings and purposes of 

music, including contemporary cultural 

• Use different venues and occasions to vary my performances.

Computing
• Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to 
report concerns about content and contact. 

• Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are 
selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital 
content.

Science
Animals & humans
• Identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory 

system.
• Describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood.
• Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the 

way their bodies function
• Describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported 

within animals, including humans

Geography
Mapping Skills
We will begin the term by enhancing our mapping 
skills. The children will be given the opportunity to 
recap 6-figure grid references and be able to practise 
using these to follow a map.

North America
The children will learn that North America is the third 
largest continent and is split into three main regions 
(North America, Central America and the Caribbean). 
They will locate North America on different maps and 
explore how its location affects its climate, and how 
the climate varies even within North America. We will 
explore time zones and find out about the 6 different 
time zones within the USA.

Mexico
Mexico will be the focus for much of our learning in 
this topic. We will learn about the location of Mexico 
and its physical geography. The Chihuahuan Desert will 
be explored in more detail, before moving on to look 
at human features of Mexico. We will use all the 
information that we gather to compare Mexico with 
England.

P.S.H.E.
Health and Wellbeing
• Recognise how to make informed decisions about health and the 

elements of a balanced healthy lifestyle.
• Recognise choices that support a healthy lifestyle.
• Recognise what good physical health means and what constitutes 

a healthy diet.
• Recognise how exercise benefits mental and physical health.
• Recognise the benefits o the internet and the importance of 

balancing time online with other activities.

MFL
• Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by 

joining in and responding.
• Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and 

rhymes linking to spelling and meaning.
• Engage in conversation; ask and answer questions; express 

opinion and respond to those of others.  

Mathematics continued
Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and 
Division
• Multiply and divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 2-digit 

whole number using the formal written methods and 
interpret remainders as whole number remainders, 
fractions, or by rounding.

• Identify common factors, common multiples and 
prime numbers.

• Use their knowledge of the order of operations to 
carry out calculations involving the four operations.

• Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in 
contexts, deciding which operations and methods to 
use and why.

P.E.
• Swimming

Religious Education
Loving 
Through exploring this topic, children will know and understand 
about:
- The love and care of people 

- God’s unconditional and never-ending love 

They will also acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and 
application of the above. 

Vocation and Commitment 
Through exploring this topic, children will know and understand 
about:
- Commitment in life
- The vocation to the priesthood and religious life 

They will also acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and 
application of the above.


