
St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School - EYFS Writing Ladder 

 

Transcription - Handwriting Composition - Vocabulary, Grammar, Punctuation 

 Holds writing tools and implements with a developing grip, using an appropriate 
amount of pressure. 

 Makes marks, drawings and symbols with increasing control. 
 Use some recognisable letters and own symbols. 
 If appropriate, use handwriting patter/ phrase to support formation. 
 Form some lower case letters correctly; starting and finishing in the right place, 

going the right way round, correctly orientated. 
 Form some capital letters correctly, including the initial letter of their name. 
 Uses familiar words in their writing. 
 Form letters from their name correctly. 
 Write left to right and top to bottom. 

 Know how to form clear ascenders ('tall letters') and descenders ('tails'). 
 Use capital and lower case letters with increasing consistency. 
 Holds paper in position, and uses their preferred hand for writing, using a 

comfortable pencil grip. 
 Beginning to write on the lines and control letter size. 

 Activate prior knowledge through discussion and make appropriate 
mark-making, e.g. What do we know about the Queen? 

 Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings 
and events. 

 Describes main story settings, events and principle characters in 
increasing detail. 

 Explore and apply new vocabulary in writing linked to stories, non-
fiction, poetry, rhymes and themes. 

 Begin to recognise and know there needs to be spaces between 
words in a simple sentence. 

 Recognise and know that full stops are at the end of a sentence. 
 Recognise and know that a sentence starts with a capital letter. 
 Write a simple phrase with finger spaces that can be read back by 

themselves and others. 

 Write simple sentences using finger spaces that can be read by 
themselves and others. 

 Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. 
 

ELG Literacy -Writing 

 Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 
 Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 
 Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

 

ELG Physical Development - Fine Motor Skills 

 Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 

 Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery. 
 Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
 

 


